
S.B. ~ 0 3 9 0  
THE SENATE 
TWENTY-FIFTH LEGISLATURE, 2010 
STATE OF HAWAII JAN 2 7 2010 

, 

A BILL FOR AN ACT 
RELATING TO TOWING. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF HAWAII: 

1 SECTION 1. Section 290-11, Hawaii Revised Statutes, is 

2 amended by amending subsection (f) to read as follows: 

3 "(f) Notwithstanding any law or ordinance to the contrary, 

4 including subsection (g), and section 46-20.5, any towing 

5 company engaged in towing [ir, 2 cour,ty wi th  2 pop.;lz.tior, g r e z t e r  

6 thzr, fi.-usxd eh2ll r,ct be er , t i t l ed  tG 3r,y o v e r t i m  

7 chzrge xr,der cq~bsee t io r ,  (b) (1) if] shall offer towing services 

8 to consumers [?Y.,ltwenty-four hours per day every 

9 day of the week[; prsvided t h z t  2 towi,nlg ccmpr,;. c h l l  file 

10 their hourc of oper2 t ic r ,  wi th  t h e  police dep2rtmer, t  ir, 2 cGur,ty 

11 with 3 popul2tior:  g r e z t e r  th2Z fl'v'2 hur,dred tkuc3r :d]  . I I  

12 SECTION 2. Section 291C-135, Hawaii Revised Statutes, is 

13 amended to read as follows: 

14 "8291C-135 Tow trucks; signage and insurance requirements. 

15 Notwithstanding any other law to the contrary, the registered 

16 owner or lessee of a tow truck shall: 

17 (1) Permanently affix on each door of the truck a sign 

18 with the name and telephone number of the tow 
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business. The letters and numbers used in the sign 

shall be no less than two inches in height; and 

I ,  

(2) Maintain insurance [co-;erzge sufficient 3 to cover 

liability of not less than $1,000,000 to protect 

owners of towed vehicles in the event of vehicle loss 

or damage due to towing. If a tow operator fails to 

comply with the insurance requirements of this 

section, no charges, including storage charges, may be 

collected by the tow operator as a result of the tow 

or as a condition of the release of the towed vehicle. 

Any person, including the registered owner, lien 

holder, or insurer of the vehicle, who has been 

injured by the tow operator's failure to comply with 

this section is entitled to sue for damages sustained. 

If a judgment is obtained by the plaintiff, the court 

shall award the plaintiff a sum of not less than 

$1,000 or threefold damages sustained by the 

plaintiff, whichever sum is greater, and reasonable 

attorney's fees and costs. 

This section shall not apply to a county that has adopted 

ordinances regulating towing operations." 
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1 SECTION 3. Statutory material to be repealed is bracketed 

2 and stricken. New statutory material is underscored. 

3 SECTION 4. This Act shall take effect upon its approval. 

4 
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Report Title: 
Motor Vehicle Towing; Hours of Operation; Insurance 

Description: 
Requires towing companies to be in operation twenty-four hours 
per day, seven days a week. Requires tow operators to maintain, 
at minimum, liability insurance coverage of $1,000,000. 

The summary description of legislation appearing on this page is for informational purposes only and is 
not legislation or evidence of legislative intent. 
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